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Clicking	the	"Submit"	button	would	send	a	POST	request	to	the	/update-profile	endpoint	of	our	server.	Multipart/Form-Data	is	one	of	the	encoding	types	that	allows	files	to	be	included	in	your	form	data	before	it's	transferred	to	the	server	for	processing.	However	-	we	can	override	this	default	behavior	by	attaching	an	event	listener	to	the	button,	and
preventing	the	default	events!	Again,	sending	Axios	requests	entails	asynchronicity	-	and	we	can	alter	our	headers	and	otherwise	customize	the	request	before	sending	it	out.	The	choice	is	fully	on	you.	There	are	a	couple	of	ways	you	can	do	this,	with	no	clear	or	distinct	"winner"	-	they're	functionally	equivalent	per	request	in	the	end.	Other	encoding
types	can	be	used	to	achieve	non-file	transfers:	application/x-www-form-urlencoded	-	Encodes	data	as	a	query	string	-	separating	key-value	pairs	(assigned	with	=),	with	symbols	such	as	&.	To	use	Express	-	we'll	want	to	install	it	via	npm.	We've	then	explored	how	to	set	the	enctype	with	Axios	-	a	popular	asynchronous	HTTP	library,	and	send	POST
requests	containing	multipart/file	data.	text/plain	-	It	sends	data	as	plain	text	(without	encoding)	and	is	mostly	used	for	debugging,	not	production.	In	this	guide,	we'll	take	a	look	at	how	to	asynchronously	send	files	and	other	form	data	with	Axios	to	a	Node.js	(Express)	server,	as	well	as	how	to	receive	this	data	in	the	backend	for	processing.	For	simple
file	upload	handling	with	Express,	we	can	utilize	the	express-fileupload	middleware,	which	is	also	easily	installed	via	npm:	npm	install	express	express-fileupload	Now,	let's	start	up	a	server	and	define	an	endpoint	that	accepts	our	POST	request	to	/update-profile:	const	express	=	require("express");	var	fileupload	=	require("express-fileupload");	const
app	=	express();	app.use(fileupload());	app.use(express.urlencoded({	extended:	true	}));	app.post("/update-profile",	(req,	res)	=>	{	let	username	=	req.body.username;	let	=	req.files.userPicture;	res.send(`	Your	username	is:	${username}	Uploaded	image	name	is:	${userPicture.name}	`);	});	app.listen(5000,	()	=>	{	console.log("Server	started	on
port	5000");	});	The	request	(req)	passed	to	the	request	handler	contains	the	data	sent	by	our	form.	Now	-	let's	define	the	endpoint	that	receives	this	request	and	processes	it.	Any	and	all	files	will	be	located	under	the	files	field	of	the	req	object!	We	can	thus	access	the	input	username	via	req.body.username,	and	the	uploaded	file	via
req.files.userPicture!	Check	out	our	hands-on,	practical	guide	to	learning	Git,	with	best-practices,	industry-accepted	standards,	and	included	cheat	sheet.	Awesome!	When	the	form	is	filled,	and	the	"Submit"	button	is	clicked	-	the	request	is	forwarded	to	the	endpoint,	with	support	for	uploading	files.	Stop	Googling	Git	commands	and	actually	learn
it!When	we	submit	the	form	via	our	HTML	page,	a	request	is	sent	to	this	API,	and	we	receive	the	following	response	in	our	browser	console:	Your	username	is:	NAME_YOU_ENTERRED	Uploaded	image	name	is:	UPLOADED_FILE_NAME	Additionally,	if	we	log	the	req.files.userPicture	itself	to	the	console,	it	returns	all	of	the	information	about	our	file,
such	as	the	file	name,	encoding	type,	and	other	information	related	to	the	file.	Alternatively,	you	can	define	the	type	for	each	individual	request,	by	altering	the	headers:	axios.post("/path/to/api",	data,	{	headers:	{	"Content-Type":	"multipart/form-data",	},	});	Or	you	can	just	set	the	enctype	attribute	in	the	tag	of	a	specific	form,	and	Axios	will	simply
adopt	that	form's	encoding	type:	Axios	+	Express	For	our	example,	we	will	create	a	simple	form	with	two	inputs,	one	for	the	user	to	submit	their	name	and	the	other	for	them	to	select	a	profile	image:	Type	=	"Text"	Name	=	"UserName"	Placeholder	=	"Enter	Name"	/>	Submit	Setting	the	enctype	with	Axios	and	HTML	To	send	multipart	data	(files)
through	form	data	-	you'll	have	to	set	the	encoding	type.	type.
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